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Officers of the Marine- Hospital Service to inspect alien immigrants in Cuba 

and Porto Rico. 

» 

Washington, D. 0., January 20, 1900. 

Sir : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 
the 9th instant, inclosing copy of a communication dated the 27th 
ultimo, from Asst. Surg. C. H. Lavinder, United States Marine-Hospital 
Service, stationed in San Juan, Porto Eico, and inviting attention to 
your letter dated September 29, 1899, regarding the medical inspection 
of alien immigrants arriving in that island, and requesting that this 
Department formally assign such inspection to the medical officers of 
the United States Marine-Hospital Service, on account of the danger 
of bubonic plague. 

In reply, I beg to advise you that the military governors of Cuba and 
Porto Eico have been this day directed as requested by you. 

Eespectfully, G. D. Meiklejohn, 

Assistant Secretary of War. 

Hon. Secretary of the Treasury. 

[Reports to the Surgeon-General United States Marine-Hospital Service.] 
Precautions against plague — (Continued from last issue). 

San Diego Quarantine Station, January 25, 1900. 

Sir : I have the honor to inclose herewith a copy of letter addressed 
to steamship company relative to the importation of such articles as 
lily bulbs, loam-packed eggs, water chestnuts, yams, etc. 

The big steamers have not yet arrived, being long overdue. We 
have made every preparation possible for the fumigation of the hold in 
order to destroy rats and for any other disinfection that may be found 
necessary. 

Dr. Kinyoun has informed me that he has been fumigating vessels 
regardless of cargo and that he has not injured any as yet. So that 
cargo will not, in all probability, have to be removed in fumigation for 
the destruction of rats, excepting articles mentioned in your telegram 
of date January 23, as requiring special disinfection. 

The utmost precaution and vigilance will be exercised in the handling 
of these vessels, and the instructions contained in your telegram of the 
23d instant, as well as the provisions of Department Circular No. 143, 
of date December 8, 1899, will be rigidly enforced. 

The people of southern California look to this Service to protect them 
from the introduction of plague from the Orient and Honolulu, and the 
efforts of the Bureau in that direction seem to be appreciated by them. 
Eespectfully, W. W. McKay, 

Acting Assistant Surgeon, U. S. M. H. S. 

[Inclosure.J 

San Diego Quarantine Station, 

San Diego, Cal., January 24, 1900. 
Sib: Relative to our conversation by telephone several days since, regarding the 
importation by your steamers of lily bulbs, water chestnuts, yams, and salt eggs packed 
in loam, I have to state that the following telegraphic order has been received regarding 
these articles : 

"Arrange with steamship lines bringing lily bulbs, water chestnuts, yams, loam- 
packed eggs and similar articles, to have them stored easily accessible on arrival. If 
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viseedby Service officers abroad they may pass, otherwise disinfect by immersion in two 
parts formalin solution to one hundred parts water." 

The Service officers referred to in the order are officers of the United States Marine- 
Hospital Service, stationed abroad, usually in the office of the United States consuls, 
to aid in the protection of the public health interests of the United States. By 
instructing your agents abroad to confer with these medical officers as to the proper 
sanitary precautions to adopt at ports of embarkation, it will be found that they are 
stationed there not only in the interests of public health but also to aid in expediting 
commerce. 

Respectfully, W. W. McKay, 

Acting Assistant Surgeon, U. S. M. J2. S. 
Mr. Jos. D. Phillips, 

California and Oriental Steamship Company, San Diego, Cal. 

Whooping cough, measles, and chicken pox in Georgetown, 8. G. 

Georgetown, S. C, January 29, 1900. 
Sir : I have the honor to inform you that there exists in this city at 
present a number of cases of whooping cough, several cases of measles, 
and two or three cases of chicken pox. 

Eespectfully, C. "Williams Bailey, 

Acting Assistant Surgeon, U. 8. M. S. 8., In Gharge. 

Smallpox in Arkansas. 

Little Book, Ark., February 2, 1900. 

Sir : I have the honor to report that smallpox is prevailing in at 
least half the counties in this State. For more than a year it has been 
gradually spreading from one locality to another, sometimes undetected 
and frequently unreported. On account of the mild nature of the dis- 
ease in the present outbreak, stringent measures have not been adopted 
in some places, while apparently nothing has been attempted in certain 
localities. No statistical reports can be obtained from the State board 
of health, as the local authorities are not required to report to them. In 
the city of Little Eock there are now under treatment about 40 cases 
out of a total of 160 cases that have been reported. Eight deaths from 
smallpox have occurred in this city since October, 1899. 

The president of the State board of health stated that smallpox has 
been reported in the counties named below. In some of them it still 
prevails to an alarming extent. It has been checked in some of the 
counties on the list and in a few eradicated. The following are the 
counties : Arkansas, Benton, Colombia, Conway, Crittenden, Drew, 
Faulkner, Green, Independence, Jackson, Jefferson, Lawrence, Lin- 
coln, Logan, Perry, Phillips, Prairie, Pulaski, Saline, White, "Woodruff, 
Fulton, and Scott. A glance at the map of Arkansas will show that the 
disease has visited nearly every section of the State, and the indications 
are that it will eventually spread entirely over it. 

Eespectfully, " L. P. Gibson, 

Acting Assistant Surgeon, TJ. S. M. H. 8. 

Smallpox in Los Angeles, Gal. 

Los Angeles, Cal. , January 18, 1900. 

Sir : I have the honor to report the presence in this city of 3 cases 

of variola. The first case came from Smithfield, Mo., about two weeks 

ago, but was not recognized as a case of variola until two days ago, 

when the diagnosis was made by Health Officer Powers. Two other 



